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Over 60 Congressmen and I are high-
lighting this issue in hopes of return-
ing 400,000 furloughed defense workers
to their jobs. I am pleased to announce
that we’re making progress.

Yesterday, Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel agreed that ‘‘there’s no
job in our Department of Defense that
doesn’t support the military.”” Hence,
the Pay Our Military Act’s only fur-
lough-ending requirement has been
met.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama must
end all defense worker furloughs. Why?

Because it’s the law, and because
America’s national security is at
stake.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, Members of the House,
this last week must have been quite a
civics lesson for the members of the
Tea Party who thought that they could
shut down the government—and, in
fact, shut down the government—and
nobody would miss it. But soon they
discovered that there were serious
problems with that.

Now we see one bill after another: to
restore the NIH because they found
they stranded cancer patients and
other people in need of their health; to
restore the WIC program because they
found out that the newest born infants
in this country would be without nutri-
tion, the veterans programs because
they found out our veterans would be
stranded, the assistance to go to school
would be cut off.

Our national parks, they never
thought those communities would be
impacted by the national parks. They
didn’t care about that. They shut them
down. But they were here asking for re-
lief.

They found they needed the weather
service as the hurricane was approach-
ing our Gulf States. They needed
FEMA. They needed someone to orga-
nize the evacuation routes in case it
became a full-blown hurricane.

The CIA, they discovered they laid
off 70 percent of the assets within the
CIA. This goes on and on and on and
on.

Welcome to America, a big, diverse
Nation where we all need one another
at one time or another.

———

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
RETROACTIVE PAY FAIRNESS ACT

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, we
have a chance on the floor today to
move this body in the right direction—
to move us closer to a solution. There
is a bipartisan bill today offered by Mr.
MORAN and Mr. WOLF, both of Virginia.
It’s a bill that I've cosponsored and a
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bill, thankfully, that the President his
agreed to sign. It is the Federal Em-
ployees Retroactive Pay Fairness Act,
which would allow all Federal employ-
ees, regardless of individual furlough
status, to receive their pay retroactive
from October 1 for the entirety of the
budget impasse.

The stalemate we’re at now has left
800,000 government employees fur-
loughed and unsure about their next
paycheck. There are also those at work
now who aren’t being paid for it. This
includes thousands of Federal law en-
forcement officers who continue even
today to protect this building and
those of us in it and around it.

I’ve been in touch with Federal work-
ers in my district, including law en-
forcement, and they should know that
there is agreement that they will re-
ceive their pay when the government
reopens.

Mr. Speaker, I'm going to be voting
in favor of this legislation for all the
Federal employees in my district and
around the country who deserve some
certainty while we wait for this im-
passe to end.

Mr. Speaker, let’s continue to talk,
and let’s end this impasse.

IMPACT OF GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the human con-
sequences of this needless government
shutdown, the impact of this shutdown
on real people and families back in our
home districts. There are so many peo-
ple out there who are hurt and are wor-
ried about what’s going on here in
Washington, and how can any of us
blame them? Let me just give you one
example.

I have a woman from the Quad Cities,
which is an area I represent, who
reached out to our office. She’s worked
at the Rock Island Arsenal for 15 years,
and she told me how much she loved
her job, but she was furloughed earlier
this year because of sequestration. Now
she is out of work indefinitely because
of this needless government shutdown.
She is worried, like any of us would be,
about how she is going to make ends
meet, how she is going to support her
family, and how frustrated she is with
the government.

We need to encourage good people
like this woman from the Quad Cities
to stay in public service, not drive
them away. She is one of more than
25,000 workers at the Rock Island Arse-
nal who are impacted by this. I say to
my colleagues on the left and my col-
leagues on the right, let’s work to-
gether and solve this.

ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANS-
PARENCY IN SPENDING PROCESS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, you
know, words have meaning, and I find
it so interesting as I come to the floor
this morning that I continue to hear
my colleagues talk about a clean CR.
Well, for my colleagues and for my
constituents, I want to explain what
this means.

They want to say no attachments, no
further accountabilities, no spending
reductions, just give us the money.
And I would remind them the levels
that we’re spending at are due to se-
questration. It’s the law. It’s the law.
That’s where it’s at. By implication,
they are saying, what you all want is
unclean or evil or dirty.

What we are for, Mr. Speaker, is an
accountable, transparent CR, an ac-
countable, transparent process—trans-
parent and fair to hardworking tax-
payers, fair to future generations, like
my grandsons, my nieces, great-nieces
and nephews, who are going to have to
pay the bill.

Let’s have an accountable spending
process.

——
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mex-
ico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.
Mr. Speaker, words do have meaning.
Instead of working together to do our
jobs and resolve these critical issues,
Republicans have taken a decidedly
different approach, one they seem to
have been looking forward to for some
time, to make another desperate at-
tempt to stop the Affordable Care Act.
The government shutdown could be the
most damaging thing to hit our econ-
omy since the budget sequestration
they imposed on Americans.

I would say to my colleague that I
just heard from, the prayer this morn-
ing is so appropriate, a prayer of St.
Francis: make me a Kkeeper of your
peace.

There are people who are hurting and
in trouble. Let us look inside to the
moral obligations that we have and see
what we can do to come together.

Please, let us vote on the continuing
resolution passed by the Senate. These
are the Republican budget numbers the
Democrats have agreed to compromise
with. Please, listen to St. Francis.
Look inside and see what we can do to-
gether.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, how
have we ended up here in a government
shutdown nobody wanted? The answer
is simple: it’s because the Senate has
refused to even come to the negoti-
ating table on a spending agreement.
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